RICKWOOD

Rickwood Calendar
12/10/21 to 3/10/22

A December 11, 202Friends
of Rickwood Christmas Party

A March 5, 2022:Southern
Association Conference

A January / February 2022:
Check theMiles College
website for the schedule of
games, which will begin i
late January or early Februal

Please like our Facebook
Page for updates about
evens at the ballpark:
h t tp s : [ [/

www.facebook.com/
friendsofrickwood.com

Get Your Rickwood Gear!

A Caps,
posters,

tshirts,
books,

jackets,
coffee

mugs, and other Rick-
wood merchandise are
available for purchase on
our website. Please visit
our online shopto order.
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THE SAVANNAH BANANAS ARE

RickwooD

The Friends of Rickwood are
delighted to report that the sen-
sational Savannah Bananas
have chosen Rickwood Field as
one of the destinations for the
2022 Banana Ball World Tour
The game is scheduled foSat-
urday, April 16, 2022,at Ameri-
cads Ol dest Bal

FIELD ON APRIL

The Bananas are easily the
most popular team in baseball
and tickets to their home
games are nearly impossible to
obtain. The club has a Zear

waitlist of 10,000 people seek-
ing tickets and is currently sell-
ing seats for the2023 season.

The Bananas are so popular

COMING TO
16, 2022!

that the team boasts a social
media presence greater than
any major league franchise.

To score tickets to the Bana-
n a s 0 -evériappearance at
Rickwood Field, please visit
their website and join the

Continued on page 3
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BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

FORMER CINCINNATI
VISIT RickwoobD FIELD

Have you ever had a normal daywire) and the lean years (too

turn unexpectedly into an awe-
some one? It just happened to
me.

I 6 m t klerk far iTruspville,

many to count- sigh)

You can thank or blame my
mother Louisa and her parents
Reuben and Hermine Herzfeld

Alabama. Having already had for that. My grandparents set-
Veterans Day off, | arrived at city tled in Cincinnati after their 4

hall early Friday morning, No-

vember 12th, ready to tackle my
usual lengthy tedo list. Two
hours later, | received a life

dods in 1935.

for his aunt and uncle in their
womenaods cl ot hi
town.

changing email from Friends of close friendship with another
Rickwood Executive Director downtown businessman, John

Gerald Watkins:

We have an unofficial Cin-
cinnati Reds fantasy camp
here today and tomorrow.

Guests are: Taubensee,
Power, Oliver, Hatcher,
Reese, Oester, Miller, and
Young.

Best,
Gerald

My jaw dropped.

Like my fellow FOR board mem-DiMaggio, Mantle, Berra, Ford,

| have loved baseball
stand

bers,
allmy life. However, |

Frank, and his wife Katherine
"Kitty" The four of them shared
Reds season tickets atCrosley
Field, starting in 1936, the year
before mymom was born. They
maintained their Reds seats
through the 1998 season.

In 1957, my mom- by this point
a college student- was visiting
family in Montgomery, when her
aunt set her up on a blind date
with a nice Alabama boy, Mike
Weinrib. Baseball was the first
thing they had in common. My
dad grew up a Yankees fan.

among others, were his heroes.

alone from my FOR peers whenThey married in 1959. In Octo-
it comes to team loyalty. | am a per 1961, their teams met in

die-hard Cincinnati
through the great times (1970s
Big Red Machine 1990 wire-to

Reds fan, the World Series. While dad was

shaving one morning, prior to
Game 1, my mom

Quickly they forged a

REDS

versus Yankees. Who are you

rooting for?¢6
oOYankees, 6 he answ
It was a rhetorical question.

oDo you want t o
sleeping with me and maybe

have children?6 sh
ed. And that &s ho

brothers and | became Reds
fans, while growing up in
Montgomery.

The Big Red Machine spoiled
us Reds fans. When we three
boys visited our grandparents
everysummer during the
1970s, we made nightly treks
to Riverfront Stadium to see
Bench Rose Morgan Perez
and others play winning ball.
Even if they lost a game, we
fans knew the Reds would win
the next day. In addition to
those summer trips, we would
return to Cincinnati in 1970,
1972, 1975, and 1976 for
the World Series.

Can you blame me for believ-
ing at the tender age of 6 that

my Reds always played in the
Fall Classic?!

Continued on page 2

ad>nNncCcu, U ncuod


https://thesavannahbananas.com/worldtour/
https://milesgoldenbears.com/sports/baseball/
https://milesgoldenbears.com/sports/baseball/
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofrickwood.com
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofrickwood.com
https://www.facebook.com/friendsofrickwood.com
https://sabr.org/bioproj/park/crosley-field-cincinnati/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/park/crosley-field-cincinnati/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/bullpen/Riverfront_Stadium
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/johnny-bench/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/pete-rose/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/joe-morgan/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/tony-perez/
https://thesavannahbananas.com/worldtour/
https://thesavannahbananas.com/bananasmemberships/
https://sabr.org/journals/1975-cincinnati-reds-essays/
https://rickwood.com/shop/
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0The form
about Rickwood, ez
saying MLB should
bring a regtdaason

game here, just like

RETIRED REDS RAVE ABOUT RICKWOOD

Continued from page 1

My childhood bedroom became
the unofficial Reds shrinesouth
of the OhioRiver.

In addition to Riverfront, Grandpa
also introduced me to Reds radio
broadcasts, starringMarty Bren-
naman and Joe Nuxhall on WLW
700 AM. The pair worked togeth-
er from 1974 through 2004. By
the time | was 8 or 9, | had my
own GE transistor radio. From
April through September, | kept
the dial on WLW for night games.
Sometimes | fell asleep -ugh
those West Coast games and
woke up with a speaker pattern
on my cheek.

At every opportunity, | would
soak up like a sponge any Reds
related news stories, media
guides, or biographies. From all

¢ that reading, | first learned that y/9

Nuxhall grew wup in near-
1( by Hamilton, Ohio, then as a 15
yearold, became the youngest
player ever to make his MLB
debut. On June 10, 1944, skip-
per Bill McKechnie summoned
Nuxhall to pitch the 9th inning
against the 1st place Cardinals,
who led 130 . ONuxybo
to get two outs but not the third.
After bouts of wildness worthy of
Nuke LalLoosh, the overexcited
Nuxy got McKech
next day, the team demoted him
to the minors. Eight years later,
the Reds promoted him back to
The Show.

How does Joe Nuxhall relate to
Rickwood Field and this Reds
fantasy camp? Shortly  after
joining the FOR board 17 years
ago, | met localournalist and
fellow Boardmember, Ben Cook

(1945-2015). He autographed Eventually, | made my way
my copy of his bookGood Wood over to exMLBers Ron Oes-
which chronicles the history of ter, Dmitri Young, and Ron
Rickwood Field. IrGood Wood Jackson. Ignoring the base-
Cook wrote that the Reds, under ball and Sharpies in my pock-
owner Powell Crosley Jr., boughtets, | casually chatted with
the Barons before the 1940 them, getting to know them
season and maintained operat- more on a personal level. The
ing control through the 1943 former Reds raved about
campaign. Afterward, local res- Rickwood, each saying MLB
taurateur Gus Jebeles bought should bring a regulaiseason
the Barons and maintained it as game here, just like in lowa.
a Reds affiliate. So, the youngest
person ever to make hisMLB Later, | found myself in the
debut had to report to the Bir- old Barons clubhouse with
mingham Barons, here at Rick- 1980s era Reds reliever &
wood Field, upon his demo- former pitching coach Ted
tion on June 11, 1944, Power. | introduced myself to
him as both a FOR board
Back to the present ... Opportu- member and a Reds fan.
nities such as this knock only After asking him questions
once. Thankfully, my boss Mayor about his tenures with our
Buddy Choat used to play & later team, | then asked him about
umpire college baseball, so he his memories of Nuxhall. He
understands my love for the gladly obliged with a few ta-
and the Reds. With his les. When | told him about
left work before Nu x h @dmbtidrs to Bir-
mingham, he was floored. He
thanked me for sharing that
By the time | arrived at Rick- tidbit with him. The same
wood, | was already littlkid thing happened when | later
excited. The first game among chatted with Corky Miller, Joe
Reds fantasy campers was al- Oliver, Dmitri Young, Billy
most over. Scattered throughout Hatcher, and Ron Oester.
thea 1B ssigee ands, inside the
dugouts, and on the field were By the time | returned to
middle-aged players from Ohio, work, all six and Eddie Tau-
Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee, bensee had autographed that

blessing, |
lunch.

nGewdias anh Alabrma, deeked baseball, which is now my
prized

out in various Reds uniforms. son Jackds
Gerald pointed to me where While | regret not getting any
some of the exbig leaguers 1-on-1 time with gold glover
were. Playing it cool, | first intro- Pokey Reese, all in all, | had a
duced myself to a few campers, day for theages. Experiences
welcoming them to Birmingham like this make me proud to
and Ri ckwood. bebGad-riend sf Rickviobdeand
where they were from and in the happy to know the friends
course of conversation, casually | gve made on t
mention that | root for the Reds.

-Dan Weinrib



https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/marty-brennaman/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/marty-brennaman/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/joe-nuxhall/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/bill-mckechnie/
https://rickwood.com/product/good-wood/
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O DUSTING CEM OFFO

ROM THE DESK OF

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Americads
park is goingbananas! In the

last issue of our newsletter, |
hinted at some big news.
Well, here it is. Next Spring
the Savannah Bananas will
bring their show to Rickwood
Field as part of their 2022

World Tour. Rickwood was
selected by a poll conducted
by the Bananas as one of 5
cities to host one of their
unigue baseball games. The
Bananas have become the
hottest thing in baseball. They
have sold out every home
date since their inception and
have a greater social media
presence than the New York
Yankees.
fun version of the grand old
game, which has fans capti-
vated from beginning to end.

The Friends of Rickwood are
excited to host this big event
on Saturday, April 16, 2022
We are expecting a sellout so
get your tickets early. Tickets
are available only through the
Bananaséd so e fos i

Ol deonline

0OBanar

and
priority list, to get first access
when tickets go on sale in Feb-
ruary. Letds

The last three months at Rick-
wood have also seen an in-
crease in travel ball games. We
hosted the nationally known

Perfect Gameorganization and

the Central Alabama Baseball
Academy (CABAgvery week-

end in September and October.
Perfect Game and CABA
brought players in from all over
the South and Rickwood
earned rave reviews. These
organizations are already plan-
ning games for 2022.

Lastly, in November our long
time client, Scott Green,
brought his Play at the Plate
organization back to Rickwood
with a new twist. Scott brought
about 50 adult baseball play-
ers from Cincinnati, Kentucky,
Indiana, and the Northeast to
play a tournament at Rick-
wood. But Scott added a twist;
he and his friend, Ed Reynolds,

go

j oi larranged for eight formerd

Cincinnati Reds players to
serve as coaches for the
teams. We were able to intro-
duce Dmitri Young Ron Oes-
ter, Joe Oliver Eddie Tau-
bensee Pokey Reese Ted
Power Billy Hatcher and
Corky Miller to Rickwood
Field. The players and their
coaches were blown away by
the beauty of the ballpark and
its history. Dmitri Young was
thrilled to walk to the mound
where over 142 baseball Hall
of Famers had walked many
years before. He said he felt
the spirit of Saichel Paige
coursing through his body!

All of these great experiences
would not be possible without
the great work of our volun-
teers. Rickwood is truly a spe-
cial place but it would be just

another ballpark without the

work of our FOR board.
Thanks, everyone!

- Gerald Watkins

RICKWOOD

Continued from page 1

Bananas priority list Tickets will

only be available from the Bana-

nas in February of 2022and the
game will likely sell out fast.

How have the Bananas become

such a phenomenon that tickets
are so scarce?
ownershipos

a team has not reached 5
points, the game will go to a
Showdown Tiebreaker

(3) No Stepping Out.Batters
who step out take a strike.

(4) No Bunting.Enough Said.
ltds because

approach is always evolving. In passed ball or wild pitch hap-

2020, the Bananas announced
thercoBanana Ball

d1) Win the Inning, Get the

Point. The team scoring the
most runs in an inning gets a

point. An inning ends once the

home team takes a lead or
makes 3 outs. The first team to
5 points wins. If the score is tied
d the first team to keep the oth-
er from scoring wins.

(2) Two Hour Time Limit.No
inning will start after 2 hours. If

pens, the batter may take run.

Rul es 6

(6) No Walks. If a pitcher
throws the fourth ball it be-
comes a Sprint. The hitter
sprints to first while the catch-
er has to throw the ball to eve-
ry defensive player on the field
(except the pitcher) before it
becomes live. The hitter may
advance as far as he can be-
fore the ball becomes live.

(7) Showdown Tiebreaker.
Each team picks one pitcher

IS GOING BANANAS!

and one hitter to face off. The
defensive team only has the
pitcher, one fielder, and a
catcher on the field. All other
fielders are off the field. If a
hitter puts the ball in play, he
has to score and make it
home to get a point. If the ball

t hisput in play, the pitcher and
C r e {5y Batters Cam8teakFarstifian gfielder are allowed to chase

the ball and throw the ball to
the catcher for a play at the
plate. If a pitcher strikes him
out or gets him out before
scoring, he d
point. If the batter walks, he
can take second base and the
hitting team will bring another
hitter up.

(8) No Mound Visits Allowed

(9) If a Fan Catches a Fou
Bal | , | t\VBhy noalat
the fans get in on some of the
action?6¢6

ONext Sp
Savannah Bananas
bring their show t
Rickwood Field as |
of their 2022 Worl
Tour . O

oesndt get

Out .

will

O

Dart


https://thesavannahbananas.com/worldtour/
https://www.perfectgame.org/
https://www.cabausa.com/
https://www.cabausa.com/
https://playattheplate.org/
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/dmitri-young/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/oestero01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/oestero01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/olivejo01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/taubeed01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/taubeed01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/reesepo01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/powerte01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/powerte01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hatchbi01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/milleco01.shtml
https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/satchel-paige/
https://thesavannahbananas.com/worldtour/#Priority%20List
https://thesavannahbananas.com/banana-ball-rules/
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RICKwOOD WEDDING

On Saturday, May 2, 2009, the ing a doubleheader of a differ- into home, suit and all. Our
late morning sky was overcast, ent sort. Before baseball, there beloved Lab, Stella, even ran
and the hosts were nervous would be awedding. the bases. Both teams played
about a rainout. Guests, howev- hard, but the final score has
er, began to enter historic Rick- \\e were married just after noon been lost to history.

wood Field via the main gate. i home plate. Facing the pitch-
The orangehued terracotta roof ¢ 5 s mound, JTuhdegree 6 sMirkoe quest i
against the green facade struck Graffeo, decked out in a vintage tendance that day were hon-
many as they stepped into Ameri- 1956 US Steel uniform, per- ored to be at the mother
cab6s Oldest Bal lformed the ceremony. I, as atchufch of baseball, and even
turnstiles they came; unable t0 pative Pennsylvanian and guest more so to have played on the
stop themselves from looking left - of the Woodward family, natural- same field as the countless
and right, realizing that they were |y entered the field from the Hall of Famers who stepped
surrounded by history. visitorsé d u g o between tiea rlineg ,before f
cour se, from t hteem.hltowag a magiaan day, .
As they moved up the ramps, the Our family and friends surround- and one we can only hope
lure of the field beckoning them €d us in the infield. A string of compares to the feeling true
forward, the blackboard gave balloons arched above us, and ball players feel when playing

many guests pause as they saw the skies were finally clear. Ameri cads game in
. the lineups for Oncethe vows were completegofdes) ballpark.
ol t wa s A/ main event. Some were sur- Judge Graffeo motioned to the

prised, but thrilled, to see their man leaning against the back- - Andrew Stevenson

and one we can onl handwritten names in the start- Stop behind home plate. Sam
ing 18. Others continued past Fisher, donning his full umpire
hOpe compares to tl and made their way through the uniform, stepped forward and | B

. concourse, then briefly through hol I ered, opl ay]
fee“ng true ball p|ay( the darkness of the tunnels un- did.

: der the grandstands.
feel when playmg The home team was comprised |E

Amer i ¢ a 0O sThelushgreenwithits unmistak- ©f the brideds ‘
able smell of freshcut grasswas and the visitor[ES
Amer | c a 0 toomuchto resist. As if stepping ©On the dugout roofs or in the §
back in time, the wonder of the bleachers eating popcorn and g
bal | par| payng field and its surround- drinking beericheering and

ings, | eft al l jeering as they saw fit. It was a
everyone remembers from their competitive game and all who §
first visit to Rickwood, especially wanted to get the chance to
if they were |ucky enough to see pIay on the historic field did so. |
a baseball game. This day, how- have a vivid memory of one
ever, the ballpark would be host- baserunner sliding headfirst

al NAS 222R4I-BRI §RREJAKBBHNI 2F wA Ol 222Ré N
' YRNBg {(S0Syazy 6SNB YIENNASR i waldls22i]
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INOR LEAGUE REPRESENTATIVES

AWED AT RickwooD FIELD

BRAVESO
0The most fun
had playing

what Mississippi Braves cen-
terfielder Justin Deansaid as

he tossed the ball with team-
mate and fellow outfielder,
Trey Harris While in Birming-
ham to play the Barons, the
talented professionals experi-
enced the simple joy of
ohaving a cat

mitts as they soaked up the
historic environs during a visit
to Rickwood Field.

Al so touring

Ballpark, that day, waDevon
Travis a former majoreaguer
who spent four years with the
Toronto Blue Jays and is now

a coach for the MBraves.r

¢ @ Devon was wideeyed at the

Rickwood splendor carrying a
huge smile as he walked the
field and stadium.

Accompanying the guests was

Doug Mansolino who has
contributed to the success of

¢  several organizations at the 4

major and minor league levels
during his 35 plus season
career. Most notably, after
spending six seasons as the
Philadelphia Phillies Minor

A1 League Field Coordinator, het

now serves in the same role
within the Atlanta Braves or-
ganization overseeing the
development of all Braves

minor league talent. The
skilled instructor/coach/
leader is also a baseball his-
tory buff and was not only
excited to visit Rickwood Field
but also expressed a desire to
support efforts to preserve
Rickwood as a timeless base-
ball treasure.

While the Friends of Rickwood
are partial to our own Birming-
ham Barons, we are grateful
to these Mississippi Braves
for their time and recognition
that Rickwood Field holds a
special place in baseballdom.
Best of luck to Justin, Trey,
Devon and Doug!

-Ben Powell
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https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=dean--000jus
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=harris000tre
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/travide01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/travide01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/bullpen/Doug_Mansolino

